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The three central figures in the establishment of the town of Butteville were Alexis Aubichon, Joseph LaFerte and Francis X. Matthieu, all former employees of the
Hudson Bay Company. Aubichon and LaFerte held the Donation Land Claims in which the town was platted.

Matthieu, who held the Donation Land Claim immediately to the south, was named Constable of Champoeg County following the 1843 vote to form a provisional
government. He acquired and operated the first grain warehouse in Butteville in 1850, a log and timber building above the river on Butte Street.

Aubichon’s Landing became a major shipping point during the stern-wheeler era, which began in 1851, as seen in this drawing by James Jameson.

In 1856 , Matthieu built the first hotel, and later a store where he was the first postmaster.
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landing at Butteville for access to the Willamette River
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